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Religion as Relation: Studying Religion in Context
Edited by Peter Berger, Marjo Buitelaar and Kim Knibbe

Religion is studied from a multitude of approaches and methodologies. This book differs from other 
introductions and handbooks in that it draws on ongoing research to show how researchers approach their 
topics. It provides orientation in this multidisciplinary context without attempting to homogenize the field. 

The introduction offers an overview of four key issues that are at stake in choosing an approach to studying 
religion in a multidisciplinary context: the ways scholars conceptualize “religion” as an object of study; what 
theory is and what it is for; at what level of analysis research may take place; the “problem of belief” in the 
study of religion. The authors pesented here discuss material from their own research to demonstrate the 
approaches and methodologies they apply and what kind of insights these yield.

Intended for undergraduate students studying religion, as well as broader audiences interested in the study 
of religion, this book will facilitate readers to orient themselves with regard to the various methodologies 
and perspectives that may be deployed to formulate, and answer, their own research questions.

Published in co-operation with the International  
Association for the History of Religions

Global Phenomenologies  
of Religion: An Oral History  
in Interviews
Edited by Satoko Fujiwara,  
David Thurfjell and Steven Engler

Interviews with scholars from ten different 
countries offer a lived history, covering 
more than half a century. The resulting 
picture is diverse and nuanced, revealing 
important national and regional differences, 
and challenging long-held views about the 
rise and decline of a venerable approach 
to the study of religion.

Translocal Lives and Religion: 
Connections between Asia and 
Europe in the Late Modern World
Edited by Philippe Bornet

“This landmark collection of essays takes 
the reader on a journey into the connected 
history of religions in late modern Asia and 
Europe. With its focus on individual lives 
lived in local contexts and integrated into a 
larger global framework, the book adds a 
new and fascinating dimension to studies 
of religious transfers and adaptations.”

Professor Karénina Kollmar-Paulenz, 
University of Bern

Philosophy and the End of 
Sacrifice: Disengaging Ritual 
in Ancient India, Greece and 
Beyond
Edited by Peter Jackson  
and Anna-Pya Sjödin

“Interesting and thought-provoking. It does 
not uncritically accept the claim of an early 
common-era “axial age” but definitely finds 
something new and important appearing 
or consolidating and spreading in that 
age… it also provides another challenge to 
the dominant Girardian theory of sacrifice.”

Anthropology Review Database

The Relational Dynamics of 
Enchantment and Sacralization: 
Changing the Terms of the 
Religion Versus Secularity Debate
Edited by Peik Ingman, Terhi Utriainen,  
Tuija Hovi and Måns Broo

“This volume brings the study of 
ritual, religion, and spirituality into full 
conversation with agency, networks, and 
materiality. The result is a fascinating and 
insightful resource that casts new light 
on enchantment and sacralization, which 
become in the authors’ hands very useful 
analytical concepts. “

Professor David Morgan,  
Duke University
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